
 

1 

December 2009 
Volume 35, Issue 4 

In This Issue: 
President’s Message 1 
Raffle Results 2 
Pictures  2-3 
Birthdays 3 
Auxiliary 5 
Personal Affairs 7 
An Interesting Story 8 
Dinner Reservations 8 

 
This newsletter is published 
monthly September - April. 

 

The Superstition Mountain 
Chapter, Military Officers 

Association of America Inc., 
is a non-profit organization, 

IRS tax ID# 23743086 
 

http://www.smcmoaa.org/ 
 

Please remember to share the newsletter with your spouse! 

Presidents Comments 

Our Thanksgiving Dinner Dance was a great success.  We had 28 guests join 
us from other Chapters or Organizations.  The food was very good, the 
companionship with old (and some new) friends was great fun.  The Guest 
speaker Colonel Joey Strickland gave a good overview of his plans for the 
future.  Hopefully enough people had a good time that we may try this again 
sometime; we’ll see how the feedback goes.   
I do hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and their fill of Turkey.  Shirley 
and I were off to California to visit our grandkids, what a treat that always is 
and we managed to get our share of Turkey and Dressing. 
Our Sunday, December 20th Christmas meeting will be again at the Dobson 
Inn.  We well elect and install the new slate of Officers at the meeting.  My 
thanks to the Nominating Chairman for coming up with a great slate of 
Candidates.  This will be my last meeting as your interim President.  I wish to 
thank all of you for the help and support you have given me in keeping things 
on an even keel.  It was a great honor to once again try to keep things 
organized and keep the Chapter up and going.  Travis was a great loss to all of 
us but we had to keep moving forward.  
Don’t forget our January 17th Dinner Meeting, February 20th Picnic, and also in 
February is the Unified Arizona Veterans and Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame 
Copper Sword/Copper Shield Award Dinner  
 I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Hope to see you 
all on December 20th. 

Bob Delker, President                                             

 

Officers 
President CWO4 Robert Delker 
1st VP Col Karl Pfitzer 
2nd VP Col Tom Ralph 
VP Auxiliary Ann Ferguson 
Secretary Ann Gippert 
Treasurer MAJ Austin Foote 
 

Directors 
LTC Lowell "Ed" Fox 
LTC Marilyn Holmlund 
LTC Kay McBee  
COL Tom Ralph 

Committee Chairs 
Program Vacant 
Membership Vacant 
Personal Affairs 1LT Gregory Moore 
Legislative CWO4 Robert Delker 
Community Grant Program Vacant 
Outstanding Member Nom COL Al Page 
JROTC/Scholarship Col Karl Pfitzer 
Newsletter Marlene Fox 
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Photo Box Karl Pfitzer 
Necklace Lisa Stephens 
Suns Shirt Guest 
Sandwich Maker Jeane Jackson 
See’s Candy Gerry Copsey 
Bacardi Rum – white            Charlotte Eckert  
Bacardi Rum – dark Shirley Delker 
 
 

 
Rum – silver Laura Wilson 
Sweetheart Bag J Austin 
Fallen Heroes Patch Lynda Moore 
Pinot Grigio Ann Ferguson 
Yellow Tail Wine Peggy Allen 
Riesling Wine Dale Copsey 
Turkey Planter Lynda Moore 
White Zinfandel Jackie Odo 

 
November Dinner Dance was a great success!                            The Music was fantastic! 
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MEMBER  BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARIES 
Sara Bailey 10 Gerry Copsey 11 David and Betty Anderson 12 
Dale Copsey 10 Marlene Fox 29 Royce and Barbara Brownfield 18 
Lois Crosby 21 Carol Froncek 25 Ben and Dora Chavez 17 
Naomi Fitzgerald 11 Carolyn Gaylor 31 John and Myra Davis 28 
John Follet 5 Alvera Kerr 2 Robert and Shirley Delker 3 
Ivie Giles 15 Lynda Moore 13 Martin and Royetta Dooley 27 
Gerald Gustafson 26 Elsa Murray 22 Charles and Charlotte Eckert 15 
George Hjorth 7 Alice Panzer 30 John and Clare Enroth 22 
Lori Howard 31 Andrea Schmuck 30 Jesse and Shirley Gersten 25 
Robert Kerr 16 Patricia Webb 22 Norman and Marcella Peters 28 
Thomas Knight 24   Tom and Mary Ralph 30 
Beulah Matthews 13   Scott and Jill Waddle 31 
Bill Moore 21   Robert and Ellen Wagner 27 
Eldon Mortenson 13   Roy and Traute Wickerham 7 
Charles O’Briant 27 
Gregory Romas 11 
Douglas Shannon 8 
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At the December meeting we will vote on our chapter’s new officers and board members.  Thanks to 
Larry Rassmusen for handling the nomination program.  We are happy to announce our nominees: 
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President                             Colonel Karl Pfitzer   Captain Edmond Mangan 
1st Vice President                Colonel Tomas L Ralph  Captain Edmond Mangan 
2nd Vice President                CW4 Arlan Allen   Mrs Marlene Fox 
Secretary                             Mrs Peggy Allen   Ltc Marilyn Holmlund 
Treasurer                             Ltc Austin Foote   Colonel Karen Wright 
Vice President Auxiliary   Mrs Ann Ferguson   Mrs Ann Schminke 
 

Past President (non-voting) CW4 Robert Delker 
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President Bob Delker receives the award from Gen. Richard Neal, USMC-Ret., MOAA’s chairman of 
board, at the Annual Meeting and Chapter Awards Dinner in San Diego on October 24th. 
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The Auxiliary will continue meeting monthly.  This month we are having a special Christmas Brunch and 
ornament exchange at 10:20 am on Friday, December 18, 2009.  The event is at Ann Ferguson's 
home, call 480-961-9634 to confirm attendance and get directions.  It is a Pot Luck so please bring a 
dish to share with about 12 people.   
  
Packages From Home collections continue.  We have packed 38 boxes and are hoping to have at least 
40 boxes by the end of the year.  Thanks to all of you who contribute to this worthy cause, I know the 
troops appreciate our efforts.   
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It is that time again – we need to pay our chapter dues.  For those of you that are not aware, MOAA 
National dues and MOAA Chapter dues are two different things.  Please use the clip and mail coupon 
on page 9 to mail your chapter dues to our treasurer, Austin Foote.  

 Thank you for your prompt response. 
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The Board meets on second Mondays at 9 am at 
Friendship Village in Tempe. As always members 
are cordially invited to attend these meetings.  

Upcoming meetings:   December 14th, January 11th, 
February 15th. 
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The Auxiliary meets on the second Friday of 
each month at Denny’s Restaurant, located at 
1368 N Cooper Rd, in Gilbert. Call Ann 
Ferguson at 480-961-9634 to confirm attendance 
by the Thursday prior.  Note: special day and 
time this month.  See below 
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Christmas Brunch and ornament exchange at 10:20 am on Friday, December 18, 2009 at Ann 
Ferguson's home.  Call 480-961-9634 to confirm attendance and get directions to Ann’s home.   
It’s a Pot Luck - please bring a dish to share with about 12 people.  
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Sunday, January 17th – Dinner Meeting - Dobson Ranch Inn 

Saturday, February 20th – Picnic – Place yet to be determined 
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And 

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sunday December 20, 2009 
Dobson Ranch Inn    6:00 Social Hour – 7:00 Dinner 

 
Menu Choices 

Roast Prime Rib, Salmon or Chicken 
Served with 

Dinner Salad and rolls 
Vegetable and Potatoes or Rice  

 
$22.00 per person 
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Personal Affairs Workbook 

 
You may remember the MOAA booklet, Help Your Survivors Now – A Guide to Planning Ahead, 
that we told you about in our December 08 issue. It is quite extensive and can be somewhat daunting 
to get through. President Bob Delker learned at the recent MOAA convention that we can obtain 
Appendix A - Personal Affairs Workbook as a stand-alone document. It is really the most essential 
item in the Guide. 

The Workbook gives you an easy way to gather all pertinent information in one document, such as 
personal, family, military, financial, insurance, memberships, and survivor items. For computer types, 
you can complete the data online and save it. For others, you can order a printed copy and fill it out at 
home. 

The workbook is copyrighted, so you must obtain it from MOAA. You will need your MOAA number 
either way.  

·  For an online copy go to: 
http://www.moaa.org/usergroup/usergroup_fr/pubs_infoex/pubs_infoex_hysn_app/default.htm  

For a paper copy call MOAA at 1-800-234-6622. Ask for Appendix A – Personal Affairs Workbook. 
       
            * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * 

Editor’s Comments:���������
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������������ marlenekfox@cox.net 
 

This is my first try at doing a newsletter so please bear with me as I learn how to use some new 
computer skills.  I want to make sure everyone knows that our newsletter is published on the MOAA 
website, http://www.smcmoaa.org/ , and is in full color.  It is very easy to get to and easy to read.  
When we have it copied for mailing we have to print it in black and white because it costs too much to 
have it copied in color.  We presently mail about 95 copies which cost around $1.00 for each 
newsletter.  We are trying to encourage as many members as we can, who have internet access, to 
view the newsletter online instead of getting the hard copy mailed to them to save our chapter money.  
Please advise me if you wish to stop receiving the newsletter in the mail because you‘ve decided to 
view it on line. I will need your email address to notify you each month when the newsletter has been 
posted. 
            * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * 

Just a reminder…. 
 

This is a great time to take advantage of the AZ Tax Credit Program.  Our chapter supports 20 JROTC 
units in Arizona and they could use your help.  You can donate up to $200 for a single person, $400 
per couple; post marked by December 31, and get all of it back on your tax return.  Each school has 
the needed form on its district website.  Down load it, find the school you want, and at the bottom of 
the form is a place to designate the JROTC program you wish to contribute to.  Then simply mail it in.  
The names of the high schools this chapter supports are on the MOAA website: 
http://www.smcmoaa.org/ . 
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 An Interesting Story to Share 

Back in September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a social studies school 
teacher at Robinson High School in Little Rock, did something not to be forgotten. On the first day 
of school, with the permission of the school superintendent, the principal and the building supervisor, 
she removed all of the desks out of her classroom.  

When the first period kids entered the room they discovered that there were no desks.  
Ms. Cothren, where're our desks?'  
She replied, 'You can't have a desk until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.'  
They thought, 'Well, maybe it's our grades.'  
No,' she said.  
Maybe it's our behavior.'  
She told them, 'No, it's not even your behavior.'  
And so, they came and went, the first period, second period, third period. Still no desks in the 

classroom.  
By early afternoon television news crews had started gathering in Ms. Cothren's classroom to 

report about this crazy teacher who had taken all the desks out of her room.  
The final period of the day came and as the puzzled students found seats on the floor of the 

deskless classroom, Martha Cothren said, 'Throughout the day no one has been able to tell me just 
what he/she has done to earn the right to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this classroom. 
Now I am going to tell you.'  

At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened it.  
Twenty-seven (27) U.S. Veterans, all in uniforms, walked into that classroom, each one 

carrying a school desk. The Vets began placing the school desks in rows, and then they would walk 
over and stand alongside the wall. By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in place those 
kids started to understand, perhaps for the first time in their lives, just how the right to sit at those 
desks had been earned.  

Martha said, 'You didn't earn the right to sit at these desks. These heroes did it for you. They 
placed the desks here for you. Now, it's up to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility to learn, to 
be good students, to be good citizens. They paid the price so that you could have the freedom to get 
an education. Don't ever forget it.'  

By the way, this is a true story.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military Ball Dinner Reservation 
 

 Sunday, December 20,, 2009  Dobson Ranch Inn 
Social Hour – 6:00pm                         Dinner – 7:00pm 

 

Menu choice:  Roast Prime Rib_____            Salmon______              Chicken_________ 
   
$22.00 per person      Enclosed: $__________for  ________dinners 
 
Reservations must be in by Thursday night, December 17th 
Make checks payable to:  Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA  
 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 
Ann Ferguson – 106 S Stellar Way, Chandler, AZ 85226-3725    Name_________________________________ 
CALL OR EMAIL:  480-961-9634              vferguson@cox.net  
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Make checks payable to:  
Superstition Mountain Chapter, 

MOAA  

CLIP AND MAIL: 
Austin Foote, Treasurer  
3554 E Camino Circle  
Mesa,  AZ 85213-7033 

 

  

 

2010 Chapter Dues Renewal Form 

Annual Dues: $25 Regular Members $12.50 Auxiliary Members 

Please make check payable to Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA 
 - - - Write MOAA Chapter Dues on Memo line of check 

Mail to:   Austin L. Foote, Treasurer    3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033 

Check enclosed; renew my membership for 2010      

Signed _____________________________  My national MOAA number___________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone number_____________________Email ________________________________ 

 

Family Assistance Fund Donation 

Enclosed is our tax-deductible donation of $ _____________  
 

Signed __________________________________________________  

Please make check payable to AZ National Guard Family Assistance Fund 

Mail to Austin L. Foote, Treasurer 
3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033  

 

Chapter Community Grant Donation 

Enclosed is our donation of $ _____________ for this program 

The Chapter MAY___MAY NOT __ publish our names in the newsletter 
 

Signed __________________________________________________  

Please make check payable to Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA  

Mail to Austin L. Foote, Treasurer  
3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033 
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Superstition Mountain Chapter 
Military Officers Association of 

America 
1151 N Joshua Tree Lane 

Gilbert, AZ 85234 
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2009- 2010 Schedule of Events 

Chapter Meetings 
Sunday, December 20th  
Sunday, January 17th  
Saturday, February 20th  
 

Chapter Military Ball – Dobson Ranch – 6:00 social hour – 7:00 dinner 
Chapter Dinner Meeting – Dobson Ranch. 
Picnic – Place yet to be determined 
 

 

Auxiliary Lunch Meeting 

Friday, December 18th    
Friday, January 8th  
Friday, February 12th  

Christmas Brunch  10:30 am – Ann Ferguson’s home 
Denny’s Restaurant 
Denny’s Restaurant 

 

Printed by POSTNET AZ 130 

Gilbert & Warner 

1-800-451-7420   

 


