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Presidents Comments 

 
Happy New Year and I trust all of you had a wonderful holiday season 
and are looking forward to 2010.  This is my first “Presidents 
Comments” as your new president and I want to thank all of you for 
your trust and confidence in electing me your president for 2010.  I also 
want to thank all of those selected to serve on the Board of Directors for 
the next year.  We will do our best to justify the faith you have placed in 
us.  I want to personally thank Bob Delker for all his work and support 
after the tragic loss of Travis Wilson.  I know that I have “big shoes” to 
fill but I am confident that the Board and I, with the help of the 
membership, will make our Chapter stronger in the future.   
Unfortunately, we begin the year by mourning the loss of Pat Hussey.  
Pat was a founding member of our chapter.  Pat was the master of 
ceremonies at the charter member recognition dinner in March 2008 and 
he could always be counted upon to make new members and guests 
welcome at chapter functions.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Pat’s 
wife Doris and his family. 
As we begin this New Year, I would like to outline some of the areas 
that I believe the Chapter should focus on in the coming year.  These 
include: 

1.  Legislative.  MOAA’s legislative and lobbying efforts in 
preserving the earned entitlements of members of the uniformed 
services and their families and survivors are the cornerstone of 
our organization.  Bob Delker and Fred Ferguson have been very 
active in galvanizing our Chapter’s support and will continue to 
do so in 2010.                                                        ���������	��
�	��
�  
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Outstanding Member Nom Vacant 
JROTC/Scholarship Col Karl Pfitzer 
Newsletter Mrs. Marlene Fox 
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2 ROTC/Scholarship.  Travis did a wonderful job with the ROTC program and I consider support 
of these schools producing our future generation of leaders to be very important. I have 
picked up the program this year and will be coordinating with our Chapter member for the 
awarding of the MOAA medals and Patriotism Flags. 

3 Auxiliary.  Ann Ferguson and the AUX the team sent out over 40 Packages from Home last 
year to our forces in Iraq & Afghanistan.  It is imperative that we support our soldiers in 
harm’s way and I know the AUX will be working again this year to make their lives a bit 
more comfortable. 

4 Increasing Membership.  The Give Me Ten program will start again this year and we need your 
support to bring new members into our Chapter.  Membership is the key to our Chapters 
health and success and I ask all of you to be Membership Recruiters particularly for our 
younger officer corps. 
 

These are but a few of the many areas where your Board will be working this year.  As always we 
welcome your ideas and suggestions concerning our programs and anything that would continue to 
make our Chapter more successful. 
Our meeting this month will be on Sunday, Jan 17th at the Dobson Inn.  Please note the new start 
time of 5PM for social hour, 6PM dinner.  Don’t forget our picnic on February 20th.  Also, 
February 12th is the Copper Sword/Copper Shield awards dinner.  Bob Delker has put considerable 
effort into this event and support from our Chapter would be most appreciated.  Details about 
reservations are in the newsletter.   
 

Finally, it is with great pleasure that Vickie and I look forward to serving our Chapter for 2010.  I 
thank you all again for the trust and confidence you have placed in us.   
 

Karl Pfitzer 

Chapter President 
 
 

VETERANS submitted by Larry Rasmussen 
 

 

  
�
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Padded Hangers Charlotte Eckert 
Peter Faulk Book    Mrs. Moore 
Stationary, Cards, Pens Merrideth Moore 
Floral Centerpiece Gerry Copsey 
Women’s Lotion, Shower Gel Mrs. Moore 
Magazine Rack, Book Safe        Vickie Pfitzer  
  
 
 

Watch   Doug Shannon 
Serving Trays   Marlene Fox 
Mean and Clean Ann Ferguson 
Stretch Cords, Men’s Shower Gel, Medical Corn 
Bag -                                             Robert Delker 
Candle Dish, Cocktail Picks, Tree Topper  
 John Meegan       
 To keep our dinner costs as low as possible, each month we have a raffle at our meeting/dinner.  

The money generated by this is used to offset the cost of entertainment, such as the musicians.  
I’m sure members will have gotten gifts this season that they are more than willing to re-gift and 
our raffle would be a great place to do this.  If you would like to donate something to the raffle, 
contact Tom Ralph (602-569-2130).  He will let you know who is in charge of the raffle for that 
month.   Also, we need people to host the raffle.  Let us know if you can help. 
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When a Veteran leaves the 'job' and retires to a another life, many are jealous, some are pleased, and others, who may 
have already retired, wonder if he knows what he is leaving behind, because we already know. 

  1. We know, for example, that after a lifetime of camaraderie that few experience, it will remain as a longing for those 
past times. 
2. We know in the Military life there is a fellowship which lasts long after the uniforms are hung up in the back of the 
closet. 
3. We know even if he throws them away, they will be on him with every step and breath that remains in his life. We 
also know how the very bearing of the man speaks of what he was and in his heart still is. These are the burdens of the 
job.  You will still look at people suspiciously, still see what others do not see or choose to ignore and always will 
look at the rest of the Military world with a respect for what they do; only grown in a lifetime of knowing.   Never 
think for one moment you are escaping from that life.  You are only escaping the 'job' and merely being allowed to 
leave 'active' duty.  So what I wish for you is that whenever you ease into retirement, in your heart you never forget for 
one moment that you are still a member of the greatest fraternity the world has ever known. 
NOW! Civilian Friends vs. Veteran Friends Comparisons 
 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Get upset if you're too busy to talk to them for a week. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are glad to see you after years, and will happily carry on the same conversation you were 
having the last time you met... 
 --------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Have never seen you cry. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have cried with you. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Keep your stuff so long they forget it's yours. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Borrow your stuff for a few days then give it back. 
 ------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Know a few things about you. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Could write a book with direct quotes from you. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will leave you behind if that's what the crowd is doing. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will kick the crowd's ass that left you behind. 
 --------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Are for a while. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are for life. 
 ---------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Have shared a few experiences... 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have shared a lifetime of experiences no citizen could ever dream of... 
 --------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will take your drink away when they think you've had enough. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will look at you stumbling all over the place and say, 'You better drink the rest of that before 
you spill it!' Then carry you home safely and put you to bed... 
 ---------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will talk crap to the person who talks crap about you. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will knock the hell out OF THEM...for using your name in vain. 
--------------------------------------------------- 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will ignore this. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will forward this. 
 ---------------------------------------------------- 
A veteran - whether active duty, retired, or  reserve- is someone who, at one point in their life, wrote a blank 
check made payable to 'The  Government of the United States of America' for an amount of 'up to and 
including my life'.  
 
From one Veteran to another, it's an honor to be in your company. Thank you. 
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       Karl Pfitzer 2010 President                  Shirley &  Robert Delker, Past President 
 

   
 

Laura Wilson, her son & daughter- Karl Pfitzer & Bo b Delker                   A few of the new board members 
 

                                                 
 

                        Larry Rasmussen & Bob Delker                                         Charles & Charlotte Eckert 
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Sunday January 17, 2010 
Dobson Ranch Inn    5:00 Social Hour – 6:00 Dinner 
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Menu Choices 

Roast Prime Rib,  Broiled Salmon or Chicken Marsala 
Served with 

Dinner Salad and rolls 
Vegetable and Potatoes or Rice  

Chef’s Dessert 
$22.00 per person 

 
���������	
����
	��������

���������	
�����������
����
��������
��������
����� ������
����������	
��	��	
�	
���������

�
   

 
 �
��
����
��
����
��
����
��
���� ��������
���
����������
���
����������
���
����������
���
����� ! 

                                                                                                            
MEMBER  BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARIES 
Allan Burt 10 Mary Ann Cerhan 16 Fenwick and Linda Burch 14 
Ben Chavez 18 Roddy Charlton 2 Jerry and Lois Eades 22 
Albert Coots 19 Clare Enroth 17 Charles and JoAnne O’Briant 11 
Mary Jane Crane 26 Jeannine Grayson 2 John and Marianne Repogle 16 
Dorothy Eberle 20 Bobbie Gruchy 17 Ray and June Wilson 23 
Richard Froncek 13 JoAnne O’Briant 27  
James Grayson 9 Vickie Pfitzer 22   
John Repogle 13 Jill Waddle 2   
Gary Webb 6 
Ray Wickerman 12   
Ray Wilson 19                                                                                                                                           
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February 12, 2010 – Dobson Ranch Inn 
6:00 pm Social hour – 7:00pm dinner 
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For those members planning to attend Joan Shannon's "Celebration of Life", please 
call Doug Shannon at (480) 641-1209 prior to Sunday 17 Jan 2010.  The event starts 
at 2:00 PM in the ballroom and will end any time after 4:00 PM 
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The Auxiliary Packages From Home project has been a great success.  As I write this we 
have reached our goal of 44boxes this calendar year.  Thanks to all of you. A big Thanks is 
due Shirley Delker who packs the boxes and delivers them for mailing.  You should all be 
very proud of your efforts and what we have achieved. This project will continue until our 
troops are home, so remember to bring donations to our 2010 events as well.   
  
The Auxiliary had a holiday brunch and ornament exchange which was a great success.  If 
you don't currently participate in the Auxiliary and would like to take part, you are always 
welcome.  Our meetings are normally at 11:30 am on the 2nd Friday of the month.  We 
have a meal, do a little business, try to keep up with current veteran legislative issues and 
help our members in need however we can.  
  
The next meeting is January 8, 2010 - 11:30 am at the Denny's in Gilbert, 1368 N. Cooper 
Road.  Please call Ann Ferguson at 480-961-9634 to confirm your attendance by the 
Thursday prior to the meeting.  
����
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It is that time again – we need to pay our chapter dues.  For those of you that are not aware, 
MOAA National dues and MOAA Chapter dues are two different things.  Please use the clip and 
mail coupon on page 9 to mail your chapter dues to our treasurer, Austin Foote.  

 Thank you for your prompt response. 

�+����������-���+����������-���+����������-���+����������-�� ����
The Board meets on second Mondays at 9 am at 
Friendship Village in Tempe. As always members 
are cordially invited to attend these meetings.  

Upcoming meetings:   January 11th, February 15th, 

March 8 th .  
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The Auxiliary meets on the second Friday of 
each month at Denny’s Restaurant, located at 
1368 N Cooper Rd, in Gilbert. Call Ann 
Ferguson at 480-961-9634 to confirm 
attendance by the Thursday prior.   

January Meeting/ Dinner Reservation 
 Sunday, December 20,, 2009 Dobson Ranch Inn                                                             

Social Hour – 5:00pm                         Dinner – 6:00pm 
 

Menu choice:  Roast Prime Rib_____            Salmon______              Chicken_________ 
   
$22.00 per person      Enclosed: $__________for ________dinners 
 

Reservations must be in by Thursday night, January 14th 
Make checks payable to:  Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA  
 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 
Tom Ralph 20444 N 22nd St, Phoenix, AZ 85024    Name_________________________________ 
CALL OR EMAIL:  Phone:  602-569-2130 (can leave a message) tomralph@cox.net  
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January 8th - Auxiliary luncheon – 11:30am at Denny’s Restaurant 
 January 17th – Chapter Dinner/Meeting – 5pm Social hour, 6pm dinner – Dobson Ranch  Inn 
February 12th – Auxiliary luncheon – 11:30am – Denny’s Restaurant 
February 12th – Copper Sword/Copper Shield Awards Dinner 
February 20th – Chapter picnic -11:00am – Kiwanis Park 
March  12th - Auxiliary luncheon – 11:30am – Denny’s Restaurant 
March  21st -  Chapter Dinner/Meeting – 5pm Social hour, 6pm dinner – Dobson Ranch  Inn�
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Make checks payable to 

Superstition Mountain Chapter, 
MOAA  

CLIP AND MAIL: 
Austin Foote, Treasurer  
3554 E Camino Circle  
Mesa,  AZ 85213-7033 

 

 

 

2010 Chapter Dues Renewal Form 

Annual Dues: $25 Regular Members $12.50 Auxiliary Members 

Please make check payable to Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA 
 - - - Write MOAA Chapter Dues on Memo line of check 

Mail to:   Austin L. Foote, Treasurer    3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033 

Check enclosed; renew my membership for 2010      

Signed _____________________________  My national MOAA number___________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone number_____________________Email ________________________________ 
 

Family Assistance Fund Donation 

Enclosed is our tax-deductible donation of $ _____________  

Signed __________________________________________________  

Please make check payable to AZ National Guard Family Assistance Fund 

Mail to Austin L. Foote, Treasurer 
3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033  

 

Chapter Community Grant Donation 

Enclosed is our donation of $ _____________ for this program 

The Chapter MAY___MAY NOT __ publish our names in the newsletter 

Signed __________________________________________________  

Please make check payable to Superstition Mountain Chapter, MOAA  

Mail to Austin L. Foote, Treasurer  
3554 E. Camino Circle    Mesa, AZ 85213-7033 
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Superstition Mountain Chapter 
Military Officers Association of 

America 
1151 N Joshua Tree Lane 

Gilbert, AZ 85234 
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2010 Schedule of Events 

Chapter Meetings 
Sunday, January 17th  
Saturday, February 20th  
Sunday March 21st 

Chapter Dinner Meeting – Dobson Ranch. 
Picnic – Kiwanis Park 
Chapter Dinner Meeting – Dobson Ranch 

 

Auxiliary Lunch Meeting 

Friday, January 8th  
Friday, February 12th  
Friday March 12th 

Denny’s Restaurant 
Denny’s Restaurant 
Denny’s Restaurant 

 

Printed by POSTNET AZ 130 

Gilbert & Warner 

1-800-451-7420    

 


